
Paw Prints 

I am so proud of this club. We have come a long way from the small handful 

of people who banded together because they wanted to train together and 

oh yeah, put on a show. As we are getting ready to put on our 19th All Breed 

Dog Show and Obedience & Rally Trial I look at where we are and smile. Al-

most every member has stepped into some sort of position to help. This kind 

of teamwork makes all the difference. Make sure to read the show section 

and ask if there is something you can help with. 

Then I look at the website and smile as it is starting to get more hits. Our Fa-

cebook page has been getting lots of compliments about the information we 

share. Our newsletter has evolved over the last 15 years from a basic post 

card letting people know about the meetings to what it is today. This is due 

to the hard work of many different people over the years. Our training clas-

ses are another area that just makes me smile. The last time I was president, 

getting a training facility was being discussed and analyzed. Now we have 

many qualified instructors and assistants helping people train their dogs. 

All these things combined mean we are making a difference. Thank you for 

being part of this. 

President’s Message: Michaelle Sande 

Next Meetings: 
Tuesday, April 22nd  

Board Meeting 6:00pm 
General Meeting 7:00pm 
Location: CDADF Events Building  

3267 W. Industrial Lp., Coeur d'Alene, ID 
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 The Obedience Trial Champi-
on title or “OTCH” is one of the highest 
honors that a canine can earn in obe-
dience competition, with an average of 
only 100 titles earned each year.  The 
title signifies the difficult journey to 
breathe the rarified air of the best of 
the best.  Considering the objectives a 
handler and dog must complete to 
obtain the OTCH title, it’s no wonder 
the award has been nicknamed the 
“Dog PhD” by connoisseurs of all 
things canine.   

 
 One year ago, our own Doris 
Ramsden completed her OTCH cam-
paign upon her third attempt.  This 
month we delve into that journey, her 
previous attempts, what it takes to 
earn the elusive title, and what lies 
ahead for Doris and her current part-
ner OTCH Highmark Ebony N Ivory 
UDX3 GO VER RE AX AXJ, but most 
folks call her Tina. 

 
 The OTCH has a very specific 
set of required objectives to be com-
pleted in order to earn the title.  Be-
fore OTCH points can be recorded, the 
dog must first earn the Utility Dog 
title.  After that, a dog may begin earn-
ing points toward the OTCH under the 
system established by the AKC Board 
of Directors to distribute points ac-
cording to set competition parameters 
for the Open B and Utility B classes of 
a given event based on the amount of 
dogs participating (dogs disqualified 
are not counted in the total) and the 
dog’s placement in the event (first 
through forth, respectively). 
 
To summarize, earning an OTCH re-
quires: 
  
1. 100 points 
2. A first place in Utility B with at 

least three dogs in competition 
3. A first place in Open B with at least 
six dogs in competition 
4. An additional first place under the 
conditions of 2 or 3 above 
5. All three first places under three 
different judges 
(ONLY ONE of the required first places 
may have been won at a specialty show) 
 
 This requires the handler travel 
to a large number of shows to accrue 
points and win first place in competition 
at least three times. With travel expens-
es, entry fees, and other necessities com-
pounded this can prove to be one costly 
title.  It can take even longer to earn 
points in some cases.  Mrs. Ramsden’s 
OTCH was three years in the making as 
she does not travel by plane and does 
not travel to shows during the winter. 

 
 Getting her start in the late 
‘50s, Doris has extensive experience in 
the show ring, yet due to unforeseen 
circumstances her first two OTCH cam-
paigns were cut short.  Ebbi, her Dober-
man, suffered from severe shoulder inju-
ries and had to retire.  Christy, her Shet-
land Sheepdog, lost sight in one eye due 
to a tumor, and lacking the depth per-
ception required for judging distances 
was no longer able to compete.   

 
 Shortly after, Doris had a fate-
ful encounter at a show in Oregon with 
a handler working a Shetland who had 
earned an OTCH at two years old.  After 
learning that the dog came from a 
breeder in Florida, Doris made a deci-
sion. 

 
“I couldn’t get home fast enough.  I went 
online, and I don’t like to fly, but I flew 
and got this little tiny puppy, and I knew 
from day one she was going to do it,” 
said Doris of her Shetland, Tina. 

 
 Their big moment came at a 
Washington State Obedience Club show 
outside of Seattle, WA.  24 dogs entered 
the competition, with only 23 showing.  
Doris and Tina only needed to earn two 
points, and were competing against 
some of the top handlers in the country, 
many of whom were obedience instruc-
tors with years of experience.  Doris had 
beaten several of these handlers in the 
ring before, and kept her focus on the 
two points.   

 
 The competition lasted most of 
the day, beginning with the smallest 
dogs around 9a.m. and the largest fin-
ishing around 3:30 p.m. with a lunch 
break occurring in between. Then the 
judge called for a run-off, and all Doris 
kept praying for was those two points.  
Finally, with 23 handlers and dogs lined 
up in the ring, the judge called out the 
first place number: 1404.  As Doris 
scanned the line-up, seeing that none of 
the trainers were rushing forward, she 
remembered that 1404 was her num-
ber! 

 
 Upon the realization that an 
OTCH had been achieved the whole club 
exploded with excitement.  Doris and 
Tina not only received a first place rib-
bon for the competition, but the club 
also presented the pair a beautiful rib-
bon signifying their new title as Obedi-
ence Trial Champions. 

 

 Now the duo is close to com-

pleting another major title: the Obe-

dience Master Points Degree.  As of 

my interview with Doris last month, 

they had already completed six of the 

ten steps necessary to earn the Obedi-

ence Grand Master title.  

An “OTCH” Above the Rest: 
The Obedience Trial Championship 

By Keith Sande 
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 As a member of the 

working group, the Kuvasz spe-

cializes in the guarding of live-

stock. A descendent from an an-

cient breed originating in West-

ern Asia, the shaggy white farm-

hand we know today actually 

has a 15th century nobleman to 

thank for honing the canines 

who migrated into Eastern Eu-

rope via trade routes into re-

fined guard dogs fit for a king. 

 Recognized by the AKC 

in 1931, the Kuvasz is notable 

for its white double coat, which 

can range from straight to 

wavy.  As one of the larger 

working breeds, the Kuvasz 

ranges in size from 26 to 30 

inches at the shoulder and 

weighing between 70 and 115 

pounds according to the AKC 

breed standard.   

 Originating in Hungary, 

the breed was notably refined 

by Transylvanian-born King 

Matthias I, Hungary’s elected 

monarch reigning from 1458 to 

1490.  At this point, Eastern Eu-

rope was in a state of feudal 

warfare, with various factions 

vying for control of the loosely 

structured region.  Matthias, 

fearing treachery from even his 

own royal guard, began refining 

the Kuvasz into its modern form 

in his own personal kennels, es-

tablishing one of history’s first 

documented breeding pro-

grams.   

 

Matthias would always be 

accompanied by at least one of 

his prized canines, and insisted 

they be synonymous with nobili-

ty, only gifting surplus pups to 

other nobles and foreign dignitar-

ies.  One of these nobles was fel-

low Transylvanian Vlad Tepes, 

the inspiration for Bram Stoker’s 

famous Romanian vampire Count 

Dracula.  After the reign of King 

Matthias I, the breed was made 

available to the people of Hunga-

ry, with shepherds identifying the 

potential of the Kuvasz as experts 

at cattle and sheep guarding.  

It was at this time that the 

Kuvasz name originated. Derived 

from the term “Kawasz,” a Turk-

ish word meaning “armed guard 

of the nobility,” the breed’s mod-

ern name is simply the Hungarian 

pronunciation.  The plural of 

Kuvasz is actually Kuvaszok. 

The breed was nearly 

wiped out during the occupation 

of Hungary during World War II.  

After the war had ended, Hungar-

ian breeders united with other 

breeders throughout Europe to 

ensure the survival of the beloved 

animals, whose numbers had 

dwindled to less than 30 dogs in 

Hungary. 

As with most working 

breeds, the Kuvasz requires at-

tentive training early on and 

throughout its formative years as 

the breed matures slowly. They 

can be a devoted and protective 

family dog, but are not particular-

ly affectionate compared to oth-

er breeds. While requiring regu-

lar daily exercise, the Kuvasz is 

relatively easy to maintain in re-

gard to grooming.  With regular 

brushing to remove the exces-

sive hair notable in double coat 

dogs, owners will be pleased 

with the relatively small amount 

of bathing the Kuvasz requires. 

The Kuvasz is suited to 

homes with large, open spaces to 

move about.  With the proper 

amount of attention, this breed is 

well suited for farm life or those 

living in rural areas, as was their 

intended purpose as noble guard-

ians and active patrol dogs. 

Information in this breed 

profile gathered from the official 

websites of the American Kennel 

Club and the Kuvasz Club of 

America. 

For more information, 

club contacts, and how to reach 

Kuvasz breeders, please visit 

www.akc.org and 

www.kuvasz.com  

Breed Profile: Kuvasz 
By Keith Sande 
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Tracking is an AKC sport to demonstrate a dog’s ability to recognize and follow human scent. The dog wears 

a harness for all titles but the leash length varies. 

The following is from the AKC web site. 

There are four titles you can earn. 

Tracking Dog (TD) 

The TD track is from 440-to-500 yards long with 3-to-5 turns (or change in direction), and aged from a half-

hour to two hours. A dog must indicate a glove or wallet placed at the end of the track. Tracks are plotted in 

an open field with uniform cover. There are no obstacles. The start of the track will be marked with a flag. A 

second flag is placed 30 yards from the start flag to indicate the direction of the first leg of the track. There 

are no other flags in the field. 

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) 

The TDX track is 800-to-1000 yards long with 5-to-7 turns, and aged from 3-to-5 hours. The track also has 

two sets of cross (diversionary) tracks and has some of the aforementioned obstacles. The start is marked 

with a single flag and the dog must determine the direction of the first leg. There are four dissimilar articles 

for each track, one at the start and three more on the track. 

Tracking Dog Urban (TDU)     (This is the newest title.) 

The TDU track is 400-to-5oo yards long, with 3-to-5 90 degree turns, and aged from a half-hour to two 

hours. Tracks are plotted in an urban environment on paved sidewalks, lightly traveled roads, baseball dia-

monds, parking lots and other non-vegetated surfaces. The track will have a minimum of two (2) different 

surfaces, vegetated and non-vegetated. The start is marked with a flag with a second flag set 30 yards from 

the first to indicate the direction of the first leg of the track. There are three dissimilar articles for each track, 

one at the start, one about midway on the track and one at the end. 

Variable Surface Tracking (VST) 

A VST track is from 600-to-800 yards long, with 4-to-8 turns, and aged from 3-to-5 hours. The articles must 

be one each of leather, cloth, plastic and metal. The VST track must also contain three different surfaces with 

one turn on a non-vegetated surface such as concrete. This test demonstrates the utility of the tracking dog to 

work in an urban environment. 

In order to participate in the initial test or TD test you must first be certified by a judge.  This certification is 

good for one year.  If you do not pass a TD test within that year you must recertify. 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE 

This activity has been a very positive experience both for me and for my dog Greta.  As many of you are 

aware she is not the most compliant animal. She is high drive, high prey and a very independent think-

er. Tracking relies on the dog’s instinct as opposed to the formal learned behavior associated with obedi-

ence.  When Greta was a pup I never felt that she was connected to me.  She loved tracking but she pulled me 

with all her strength.  One time Ron laid a track for us that went down a steep embankment.  I fell and 

thought I would surely break something as I did not want to let go of the lead and I knew she would not 

stop.  Miraculously she stopped, turned around and started back to me. That is the moment when I felt a 

strong connection to Greta.  She waited for me to get back on my feet and tell her to get back to work. That 

was a turning point in our relationship and I am very thankful to have experienced it with her. 

Member’s Corner: 
Tracking 

By Addie Vergona 
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Breeder’s Corner 

The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) and our corporate alliance, Zoetis, are pleased 

to bring you the third installment in a podcast series devoted to canine reproduction ed-

ucation for pet owners, breeders, and veterinarians. 

In this podcast Dr. Kit Kampschmidt of Brittmoore Animal Hospital in Houston Texas, 

discusses cryopreservation of canine semen.  Dr. Kampschmidt received his DVM from 

Oklahoma State University in 1983. He has developed a special interest in canine repro-

duction and semen cryopreservation. He is a nationally recognized authority in these ar-

eas and serves as a consultant to other veterinarians through the Veterinary Information 

Network. He has been an invited speaker for national veterinary meetings, state and lo-

cal veterinary associations, and many breed clubs. He has trained veterinarians from all 

over the United States and the world in canine semen freezing and artificial insemina-

tion techniques. He is a member of the Harris County Veterinary Medical Association, 

Texas Veterinary Medical Association, American Veterinary Medical Association, and 

American Animal Hospital Association, and currently serves on the board of directors 

for the Society for Theriogenology. 

Throughout 2014, CHF and Zoetis will be releasing podcasts on topics such as pregnan-

cy diagnosis, pyometra, infertility, breeding method choices, semen storage, and more. 

 Podcasts are free to download, will average 15 minutes in length, and can be accessed 

through the CHF website atwww.akcchf.org/podcasts. 

Other podcasts in the series feature Dr. Matthew Krecic discussingBrucellosis and Dr. 

William Schultz discussing Tips for Fresh, Chilled Semen Breedings. 

Sign up to receive CHF podcasts delivered via email by visiting our website. 

Visit the Zoetis canine reproduction webpage for additional information and resources. 
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AKC Canine Health Foundation and Zoetis 

Partner to Offer Canine 

Reproduction Education 

 

Podcast Topic: Cryopreservation of 

Canine Semen 

March 27, 2014  

http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=R6eNxb8oXX2ex9RFhO2YRQ
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=o5zxso1hQD_OsWUA4zX2lA
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=JF7uvzMHnrLp5B-wOEibAA
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=3i96kmFvEAvCEtP4T6PieQ
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=fhkR9h-gDnMRzf533eYQNw


Training Corner 

CDADF Event Calendar  

DROP IN CONFORMATION:  

Tuesday’s 6:30 (except the 4
th

 Tuesday of each 

month). As the show season is just getting into full 

swing this is a great class to polish those ring 

skills. 

 

April 22nd—CDADF Board & General Meetings 

April 26th & 27th, Walla Walla, WA; Conformation, OB & Rally 

May 1st— CDADF Show Committee Meeting, Mackenzie River Pizza Co. 5:30 

May 3rd & 4th, Elma, WA; Conformation 

May 9th – 11th, Spokane Dog Training Club; Agility 

May 17th DOG d’ALENE – Club Outreach Event 

May 17th & 18th Spokane Dog Training Club; OB & Rally 

May 24th – 25th Spokane Kennel Club, Conformation, OB & Rally 

May 26th & 27th Coeur d’Alene Dog Fanciers; Conformation, OB & Rally 

May 31st & June 1st Yakima Kennel Club, Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 7th & 8th Puyallup & Tacoma Kennel Clubs, Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 10th & 11th Snake River Kennel Club, Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 12th - 15th Pocatello & Eagle Rock Kennel Clubs “Blackfoot”, Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 17th – 19th Yellowstone Kennel Club “Billings”; Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 20th & 21st Electric City Kennel Club “Great Falls”; Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 22nd – 24th Five Valley Kennel Club “Missoula”; Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 21st & 22nd Clackamas Kennel Club “Canby”; Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 24th - CDADF Board & General Meetings 

June 27th & 29th Mt Bachelor Kennel Club “Redmond”; Conformation, OB & Rally 

June 28th & 29th Bell Vernon Kennel Club “Mt Vernon”; Conformation, OB & Rally 
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 As the show closes in we need to focus on the big and little 

things. This means many tasks need to be assigned. If you 

haven’t signed up to help please talk to Michaelle, Susie,      

Darlene or Addie and they can help you find something fun to do. Here is a list of the many 

different jobs;  

 RV Set up on Friday or Saturday  RV Check In Sunday 

 RV Gate on Monday or Tuesday  Post Signs  

 Set up Ex –Pen  Hospitality  Bring Coffee to rings  

 Steward  Monitor 4-H Group Catalog Table  

 Announcer   Ring Baskets  Tape off Floor        

 Clean Up   many more……. 

Show Report 

Show Committee Meeting 
Thursday, May 1st at 5:30  

Mackenzie River Pizza Company on  
Hwy 95 next to Olive Garden. Appetizers 

and Beverage will be provided. 

President’s Report 

Secretary’s Report  

Treasurer’s Report 

Old Business: 

-Show Committee 

-Dog d’Alene,  May 17th 9:15 – 3:15 

-Picnic 

-Canine Emergency Responder Masks 

-Website 

-Training Classes—Registration & 

Schedule 

-RDOD 

New Business: 

-Education/Speakers 

President’s Report 

Secretary’s Report  

Treasurer’s Report 

Old Business: 

-Vote on Membership Application: Fran 

Hesser 

-Show Committee 

-Dog d’Alene,  May 17th 9:15 – 3:15 

-Picnic 

-Website 

-Training Classes—Assistant Trainers 

-RDOD 

New Business: 

-Education/Speakers 

Meeting Agendas 



 

The purpose of the Coeur d’Alene Dog Fanciers: 

 

 -To further the advancement of all breeds of purebred 

and mixed breed dogs 

 

-To conduct dog shows, obedience trials and sanc-

tioned matches under the rules of the American Kennel 

Club  

 

-To bring together those persons interested in the train-

ing, care, breeding, exhibiting, welfare, and knowledge 

of dogs  

 

-To further any activities protecting the interest of 

dogs, dog breeders and their owners. 

CDADF Events Building 

3287 W. Industrial Lp. 

We’re on the WeB! 

cdadogfanciers.com 

Contact us! 

Like us on Facebook 

Email: cdadogfanciers@gmail.com  

Official Newsletter of the  

Coeur d'Alene Dog Fanciers 

Coeur d'Alene Dog Fanciers 

Contact: Michaelle Sande 208-699-0153 
msande@roadrunner.com 

 

COEUR D’ALENE DOG FANCIERS 

Needs Stewards for Conformation, Obedience & Rally 

Offers Parking, Lunch & $25.00 for 1/2 Day or $50.00 per Day 

*even offering to fill in for a few minutes makes a huge difference.  

Thank you! 

 

Stewards needed for our Show 
 

Interested in joining our organization? Apply for Membership at: 

http://cdadogfanciers.com/membership.htm 

http://cdadogfanciers.com/membership.htm

